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Traditional Performing Art: Gezaixi

Among Taiwan’s theatrical arts, Taiwanese Opera (gezaixi)is the
only traditional performing art that was developed locally. The word
“gezai” means folk songs or tunes. It originated about one hundred



years ago in Yilan. At first, it was a simple singing and dancing
performance. Later, roles, costumes, and storylines were added, and it
eventually developed into the singing period drama we see today.

Taiwanese Opera combines Taiwanese folk music and traditional
Chinese opera, and actors mainly perform in Taiwanese Hokkien. In
the early days, the stage was built with bamboo and wood. The
audience stood to watch or brought their own chairs. Performances
were often held between the first and third lunar months and again
between the seventh and ninth lunar months, especially during temple
fairs or on the birthdays of deities.

At the beginning, roles were limited to young male (x/aosheng),
young female (xaodan), and clown (xigochou). Later, it developed
into the four role types of sheng (male), dan (female), jing (painted
face), and chou (clown). Actors used exaggerated makeup, singing,
gestures, and dialogue to portray the characters. The settings and
actions in Taiwanese Opera are very simple, so the audience needs
to use their imagination to understand them. For example, a character
holding a whip and making riding motions represents being on
horseback, or holding a piece of cloth painted with wheels means
sitting in a carriage.

Because the language and stories were close to everyday life,
Taiwanese Opera became very popular. In the 1950s, it began to be
broadcast on the radio; in 1957, Taiwanese Opera films appeared;
and in 1962, television started showing it, allowing more people to
get in touch with the art form. After 1980, Taiwanese Opera even
appeared on the stage of the National Theater Hall, making this
traditional performance even more professional and refined.

Today, Taiwanese Opera is not only performed in Taiwan but has
also gone international. Troupes have been invited to perform in
Japan, France, the United States, Singapore, South Africa, and China.
Now, through online video platforms, audiences around the world can
enjoy this traditional art form and further understand Taiwan’s local
culture.
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HAJ] mugidn Adv/N at present, currently, for now

s HAEESI
s ElFEREHIEREEE -

E— wéiyi VS/N only, sole; unique

* IINE—IRERES T -
*EXREENERESEME—RY  RALMBEHIZA [

N1 béntd N native land; local

s ERREEHEEENALEZ— -
s REXTBMRE NIREBHE -

B#% chuantdng VS/N traditional; tradition

* FREVZEBARBRAVEHRUE -
s EEMFEREEZEEANEBRZ— -

KB  bidoyan N/V performance, show ; to perform, to act, to show

s ESESE FRREFEBE -
s WSKREHEBRFZEDESE - FILIBREE -

LLIER shange N folk song, mountain song

s BEULRZREERANER -
s BEMWAERBEELIER - &7 AEW -

/N xidoqu N short tune, little song, ditty

s i—ETIF - —EIBZ/\H -
¢ EEBH/\HITERRER - REAME -




#EJR giyuan V/N  to originate from, to start from ; origin, beginning

* REEEHEERRIEOEE) -
s T BNERESERIETBNERS -

BB  juging N plot, storyline

* ERIBRNBIFEHRRE AR -
* WREBEN/\RAVBEINE - XNEHENEKE -

[EES gluzhuang N /VS ancient costume, period costume; costume drama, period drama

s SEEFEEEFNLEK  RAIFIFEAD -

=
s EEHNENERNOBELERE - —EBEEAED -

= = v ya
JBE yanyuan N actor, actress, performer

s BNEEMNFREZEARKE - BREARZMR 7 -
+ EREBENEES - BEAZBRESE  BHRAUBZEERENS -

$

$ES  wutdi N stage

s BRERER Y EEEFLESRE -
s EEEERAFTRETE  EA—FMDNREZ -

T2 guanzhong N audience

¢ EEWRENKERS| FFFRFZZRER -
* EEERRRE - 8XEL - BRRERZLW (HK -

B% yanbian V/N to evolve, to develop; evolution, development

o TR B TR B A — BT -
o RUBRORBNE T AMIEEH -

#59&k kuazhang VS exaggerate

* RS XFER 1 - AXIBEZRER -
* BRI AE - EERIRBHMBEERSE -



{EA% huazhuang V /N to makeup, to put on makeup; makeup

o RIFEFBAT  ESBB(LEPIRON -
o HEHLHE7 B -

Z1E dongzud N movement, gesture

* NARARIRZE ZEMHEERE BN 1F
s AFLE F —EZFRIENE -

¥55 duthud N/V dialogue, conversation; to have a dialogue, to converse

« BRESEH  SHHERBLBEDN -

s RABRENRE - FEE2HHNIRBEE—EERERER -

#81& ] xiangxiang i N imagination

s NZFHEBEBNEZEREEMN
* RARGNERERSHERA -

AT tigin VvV  to be close to, to press near, to be relevant to, to be in touch with

o NERR IR RES -
* EAENANEMEOEE  BEHRAGEEEMWEROA -

fE1& gquangbo N/V broadcast, radio; to broadcast

s EERE—ZIBEMLE - —28ERE  SRSHWEE -
¢ KEIA IE T BB EMAVIREE -

B jiechu V  to touch, to come into contact, to get in touch with

* ZFRZZEBABR  VEEFEmM -
s E TP LIERZBEIARERIA -

EZ zhuanyé VS/N professional; major, specialty, profession

s BNEMRESR - ERNBEBNEIE -
s H/NEEARZENZEZRZSE  AILSFREEES -



B4 jingzhi VS delicate, exquisite, refined

BEREMNXREAS - BRBA -
RERE F—ERHNEHAEENM - CEEREZHZE

#iE yaoqing V/N toinvite ; invitation

* ZENBHBERREBRERS
o BHEIRNEGS - JERIERRIC - AESMIRRERRES -

%A %+

N\

IFBL Gezaixi Taiwanese opera

A traditional form of opera that originated in Yilan, Taiwan. It combines
singing, acting, and dialogue, usually performed in Taiwanese Hokkien. The
stories are often based on folklore, history, or daily life.

BtHl xiqu traditional Chinese opera

A traditional form of performing art that combines singing, recitation, acting,
and martial arts. Examples include Peking Opera, Kunqu Opera, and Taiwanese

Opera (Gezaixi).

EFEE Minnanyl Hokkien, Southern Min

A Chinese language variety spoken mainly in southern Fujian, Taiwan, and
parts of Southeast Asia. In Taiwan, it is commonly known as Taiwanese or
Taiwanese Hokkien.

4B - 3 -H Sheng. Dan. Jing. Chdu

The four main role types in Chinese traditional opera (e.g., Peking Opera,
Taiwanese Opera):
e Shéng (%) — male roles (scholars, officials, generals, young men).
e Dan (B) — female roles (young women, noble ladies, maidens).
e Jing (%) — painted-face roles, often bold, powerful, or rough characters.
e Chou () — clown roles, usually humorous or witty characters.

==z s N
=& nongli lunar calendar

A traditional Chinese calendar based on the cycles of the moon. Many
Chinese festivals, such as Lunar New Year and Mid-Autumn Festival, are
celebrated according to it.



Vi

“To show..., to figure out...ii(cha)” works as a complement, showing the result of
an action: something becomes visible, audible, discovered, or produced.

" BEEERNEERGERIR  BE - WEIR -

s HEREMANREELNER S -
s INEE L FABREENR
* HARRBHERERBENTTE S -

Vﬁé Used in a more formal style to indicate time, place, or object of an action.

RONEEBIEERERN BE -~ tE s B FRNEMEE L "H®H, B
[ET - &85 T VR + 58 - e - HeE48, -

* AR INRR £ ANERVEE - BERERAMFRIET] -
s B EHTRNNEILHREEE - W5l FEB TR RAIRMKE -
* ERMAMERRNBEBRM - AETW L RIEMAPREE -

—RA.... . BRK......

“At first..., later...” used to describe how something changes from an initial situation
(A) to a later situation (B).

FZRFRNSBIBENREBIE - STEBENA - ZB8E o - EpiERB -
s TR+ BRA - B + BB -

s —FHRRIBAEEZENEE - BREEME S -
s —FHRIMEFEP IR - BRIEIEBE 7 - TEEAPIREIERM -
s —HREHMERRE-EAE  BEMA F ARBNAYFNS - BEERFX



Vi)

“V + xiang" indicates the direction of an action. It shows the movement or tendency
of the subject’s action.

"V + @) BB EYE - ERBNBIEERERIER - &85
"V+ o+ HRT5E MG

s BFREBOIBS -
o WEDREEFRRITAY -
o SRIBIE - BERAWHBREREQ TS -

“through ... to ...", "by means of ... to ..." indicates achieving a goal by means of a
certain method or medium.

RnFEPFEBEL NS FEREMER - Z2EBRIETAIRERE - 6 "H....
HK....o BEME - E8H TEB + A/ LTE/AE + 2K + BF/ERL -

s ATEBPETERNBES -
0%%LLZK%%K%E@W%E%°
« BWTLUERES - aNRRER T R—ERROXE -

>~



fEEMAA  BRBIOFAR  BERESENEARBAZRE

Instructions: Choose the most suitable word to fill in the blank based on the sentence content.

01.(

02. (

03. (

04. (

05. (

06. (

07.(

08. (

) RTBEEE SRR EFRTEZI -
A XLt B.#E# CFF

) T ERZWIENE - REFE RisERBEHIE -
A x=E B R CE&

) RFEGES T EERBEENPE B RS S -
A B# B.is#H C FF

) RERENRE - AFEREERAER - SR EBELIMNY Al
BAA °
A BltE B.E#E C ERE

) RIFBAeESRE\E  /NEREMRE B % I BE2AA
BIBEE - DIRR M@ R R E ERRVB M ZEER AR o
AR B A= CEE

) EEHESHZE LR RENTERRBRFRIEAROIE -
A Bk B.RK CHEA

) RF B EEFEEEFRERH - REENEEENEE
HEHE -

A 78BN B EE CEZE

I

) RFBETE 1950 F R FATE EHEL - MESABEMEEERE
A E%E B ER CIES

il




09. (

10. (

11.(

12.(

o &

) T980F LR - PIFEE L FEIXBBEIRR - K& TR
A B#m B.#%BA C 2l

VIR DATEESMEY  TRAHNEENIRIE
S -

A.Bal B.DaT C. HAI

) RERTRCSEERBEER - AVBERIOEEUEE =&
HEREEL -
A 211 B. &% CRE

) BB L ARABARES  FFERFEERARE_ - ERT
Eﬁﬂ@’ﬁ
A.Ex B.EX CEM

1.(A) Rt 05.(C) &E& 09.(B) 1B#
2.(B) IR 06. (A) #E5R 10. (A) BRI
3.(A) B# 07.(A)BE&A 11.(B) B35
4.(B)#E= 08.(A) & 12. (A) B




o EEEM

TEEERR : B FAIIE S Fk R IEENABIEF B3I R — BT e -

Instructions: Please arrange the following four sentences in the correct order to form a
complete paragraph.

1. RIFERIEETR L SE fR
A RTFBRHEERZRDRYN  HRERAZHENNERE -

B. AR EARERFELESE - BAMARIRER RNEEL KNG
Bl e

C. "3ty - RXRMERZ LS/ -
D.EZXBRIEENGRE  AMEREPNABE - IRENBEE -

b

2. MTBRRERE

A BiPREEZ ARG - 18I - BFAIHFEERKRIBEAY -
B. MMFrE—FRHBEMNAEBRD  BRZEREME B F  HESS -
C.MEBNBAFTEZERBRGENIERRE IR HERTRES -

D. AEZE

EENRISANEHRNWEES - AZRTBRESEHFR -

b

3. B RV BB AR FR(E

A 1950FNNF BRI ERERE L1EL - EFES ABERT -

B. REMTEAREEEEL - HREFIETRSMERE -
C. RN EIREBENERHNE L - BRHFHERE -

D. EZBEBREEFE  EHHREEMEBTREREI -

b

o XX 1.C>A->B—=D
2B—-A—C—D
3A-C—>B—D



o [FEMRSHME

EEMAR : SR (NFE  BEALINEREH) ERXE @ @
NI -

Instructions: Please read the articles, “Taiwanese Opera: A Traditional Performing Art
Rooted in Taiwan” and answer the following questions.

.55 R AR AT BLRVEETR -

2EMmmITBERLRE  EE8ES - BhGit - AYBe  BhEXR
B RESGENEEHFZETERSS

3A—EmENl "TAemE, - EiZECosplay - AMMZF ERRIRIERN

% - EBENERAY) - BIRICRMFRAN B S EE "k,
"FE=. o TERL =ZEAAE -

o« 2EER

1. RFRBERR—BFINER &R 2EENNRFERE - BEINMA 7 H
& REERE  =REEMIRENHERIER -

2. BB EHE £ NEZER

o BUHRE : KZERE—RII=H tRINE  GHhEEFZ =M
AR BRI -

o HERES  AEmMERED -

o B LIHIH | REEMTT FIEMNES -

AN¥BE  —RRRE/NE - /NEMNGE - BREEME B F -
ANEse -

o mHFRIR  EERFBRAEAL ~ B3R ~ EMEMLERERIRAY) -

cRBGRIEESEF : BE  BRFTEBRENTHEERE -

12



pisily
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3. PFEABEmEAERERN - BERE  ZSHNEITEBE LA

[ :

o RE  MFHNEEFZEEHRENTER - BAERZ KR LEL
BRZEH - EEREZEREN , BEMEZESRMENEIERA
Y REZE  REttNAeEN—% -

o :EE  MFEHAZAHEREDZEL - BEAEESEE  AsSEXNMBEEHR ;
BEMEMA—TE S  BEEFHFZE P - BmXEEEAM
Bs - mREEA -

cHIW  MABNEBIRAZTEFTEEA - S EEREE , AEWE
HNERZEFEA  SHEEERT -

AEERITFRSVEEENE @ BNER F2EVENZREZ T -
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Trong s6 cac loai hinh kich h|en naydBal Loan, Ca T Hi & loai hinh nghé
thudt biéu dién truyén théng duy nhat phat trién tu ban dia bai Loan. “Ca TU”
nghta la dén ca mién nui hodc khic hat dan gian, né bat nguon tir Nghi Lan céach
day mot tram nam, ban dau chi la man trinh dién ca mia dan gian, vé sau thém

vao vai dién, trang phuc va cot truyén, cudi cung phat trién thanh ca kich c6 nhu
hién nay.

Ca TU Hi két hgp am nhac dan gian Dai Loan va ca kich truyén thong Trung
Hoa, dién vién chi yéu biéu dién bang tiéng Man Nam. Thai ky dau, san khau
dudc lam bang tre va go, khan gia thudng diing xem hodc tu mang theo ghé. Thdi
gian biéu dién da phan la tu théng 1 dén thang 3 va tu thang 7 dén thang 9 am
lich, ddc biét la trong cac [é hoi dén chua hodc cac dip Thanh dan (ngay sinh cla
cac vi than).

Ban dau, chi co cacvai Tiéu sinh (nam tré), Tiéu dan (nlf tré) va Tiéu stiu (hé),
sau nay phat trién thanh bén loai vai gom Sinh (nam chinh), Dan (nt chinh), Tinh
(mat hda) va Stu (hé). Dién vién dung phong cach hoa trang, giong hat, hanh
dong va |i thoai cusng diéu dé khac hoa nhan vat. Cac phan canh va dong tac
nhan vat trong Ca TU Hi rat don gidn, ngudi xem phai co tri tudng tugng mdi hiéu
dudc. Vidu, trong vd kich, nhan vat cdm chiéc roi ngua va lam dong tac dé biéu thi
hanh dong cudi ngua, hodc cam tam vai co vé banh xe dé biéu thiviéc ngdi trén
xe.

Ca TU Hi rat dudc ua chudng, vi st dung ngdn ngilf va cau chuyén rat gan glii
vGi dgi song thudng ngay. Nhitng ndam 1950 bat dau dugc phat song trén dai phat
thanh; ndm 1957 d& c6 phim dién anh Ca T Hi. Bén ndm 1962, tivi bt dau chiéu
Ca TU HI, gilip c6 thém nhiéu ngudi dugc tiép can vdi loai hinh biéu dién nay. Sau
nam 1980, Ca T Hi tham chi con dudc [én san khau vao Nha hat Quoc gia, loai
hinh ca kich truyén thong nay cling tré nén chuyén nghiép, tinh té han.

Ngay nay, Ca TU Hi khong chi phé bién & Dai Loan ma con vudn ra quoc té,
tUng duge mdi di biéu dién tai Nhat Ban, Phap, Hoa Ky, Singapore, Nam Phi va
Trung Quoc. Thong qua cac nén tang video truc tuyén, khan gia trén khap thé gidi
cling c6 thé thudng thic loai hinh nghé thuat truyén thong nay, va hiéu sau han
vé van héa truyén thong ciia bai Loan.
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